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Description: 2-6mm, wasp-like, black, small and 
narrow with few hairs. 12 species in NH. Carries 
pollen it collects internally.  
Nesting Habitat: Dead twigs or plant stems.
Social Behavior: Solitary.
Flowers: Generalist.
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Description: 5-21mm, dark colored, with narrow 
white bands on abdomen. Pollen carried under the 
abdomen. 17 species in NH. Hums as it flies. 
Nesting Habitat: Hollow twigs and other cavities 
lined with chewed leaves or petals.
Social Behavior: Solitary.
Flowers: Sunflowers, coneflowers.
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Description: 5-7mm, stubby looking, usually 
dark metallic blue or green, some brown. 20 
species in NH.  
Nesting Habitat: Varies – burrows in soil and 
hollow stems and makes mud compartments.
Social Behavior: Solitary.
Flowers: Fruit-producing shrubs.

Description: 7-29mm, hairy, black and yellow, or 
with white, orange or red markings. Broad, pollen-
carrying hind legs. Of 18 species historically in NH, 
only 10 remain.  
Nesting Habitat: Animal burrows/tussock grass.
Social Behavior: Social – one queen and up 
to 50 bees.
Flowers: Generalist.
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Description: 13-24mm, similar to bumblebees, 
with few hairs on abdomen. 1 species in NH. 
Chews round ½-inch holes in wood.  
Nesting Habitat: Burrows in hardwoods/lumber.
Social Behavior: Mostly solitary.
Flowers: Generalist – especially open-faced 
flowers.

Description: 5-9mm, dark metallic blue to 
green with white on face. Hairless. Carries pollen 
internally. 4 species in NH.  Makes citrus scent 
when aggravated.  
Nesting Habitat: Dead pithy stems.
Social Behavior: Solitary or social.
Flowers: Generalist.

Description: 8-17mm, black with yellow markings, 
stocky, fast fliers. 2 species introduced to NH.  
Nesting Habitat: Build nests with conifer resin, 
plant hairs and/or mud.
Social Behavior: Mostly solitary.
Flowers: Generalist – some take food from 
other bees.

LA
RG

E 
CA

RP
EN

TE
R 

BE
E

Xy
lo

co
pa

 v
irg

in
ic

a

Description: 2-7mm, black or brown with red, 
orange, or yellow, wasp-like with few hairs. 33 
species in NH.  
Nesting Habitat: Lay eggs in the nests of other 
species.
Social Behavior: Solitary.
Flowers: Generalist.

Description: 7-13mm, bright metallic green. 4 
species in NH. Attracted to salt in sweat. 
Nesting Habitat: Deep burrows in slopes.
Social Behavior: Most solitary; some 
communal with up to 24 females sharing nest, 
but raising own brood.
Flowers: Generalist.
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Description: 9-20mm, brown/honey, long hind 
leg hairs carry pollen. Native to Europe. Raised for 
honey and crop pollination.  
Nesting Habitat: Perennial nests of wax.
Social Behavior: Eusocial, with one fertile queen, 
thousands of sterile female workers/many fertile males.
Flowers: Generalist.
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Learn more about New Hampshire’s wildlife at:

wildnh.com/nongame
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